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ABSTRACT . -
' The chief of these services at the Library of -
Congrass sugyasts that international library service for blind "and
.physically handicapped persons be. discussed at the Internatiosnal
Peleration of Library Associations (IFLA) meeting in Brussels in
Seot=mbar 1977. Discussion would focus on the development of 1
propossal that IFLA establish a working group @evotzd to the .
codordination of library services for blind and physically handicapped
iniivijuals, and the following service an technical concerns: (1)
deva1l>oment of an international inventory of /library resourc2s; (2)
+he ne2d for identification and standardizatiomfof eristing ' v
pro>duction formats; (3) development “of an effectivs international
interlibrary loan mechanism; and. (4) the need for a coordinated
application of existing and fature technologies to production
requirements. (Author/AP) i
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o, - . " Introduction
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Aocess to Information ie‘vital if an individual'is

/
'to function effectively in.our rapidly developing society

'Blind and physically handicapped individuals require the same

)
e S accessibility as ‘their sighted and nonhandicapped associates |
to dat&;and other processed;material~if they are to operate T

'personally and professionally yithout-disadvantage. b
. . . ', T R . /
. . -"
/ ‘ -librarians have a responsibility to provide‘information/
o
in a usable form to all péople. Librarians serving blind and"'x(

physically handicapped dndividuals share this respons1b111ty, PR

v and thus have the duty to provide data and informatlon in
-

approprlate tactile, recorded, and other pertinent formats.
g
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The questlon before llbrarians, therefore, is how
the information transfer process can operate effectively at
local, natlonal, and 1nternational levels. How best can

librarians serve their clients who have g need for information.
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Propesal

in special formats?

.
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'\\ . I suggest that the tlme is right to address at the

internationax level’llbrary serv1ce for blind an& phyS1ca11y

handicapped péople. Furthe , I suggest ﬁ%at the development

of common technical and s v1ce*gu1del %§°1s of prime-
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. importance and that the Inte n/tional Federation of - Library ,
_ . Associations is the organiZation to serve as_¥ coordinating
\ « body. .
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5 , .o Bdckground

ﬂ For many years library service for blind and
' hysically handicapped individuals has had nearly as many
-organizational locations as there are nations Many countr1es

ns1der the service an- adJunct of its welfare serv1ces and i;

Ped
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‘some place it in the llbrary orbit, some utllize pfivate P

organizations as service points and some ufilize the public
J

sector: I suégest that organizational placement within any -
: speciflc country is irrelevant. At the Spme $ime I suggest
that it is mandatpry that coordination ‘be, effected within the,

broad scope of the library and 1nformat10n-sc1ence communlty

-

Library serrice for the handicapped\has the same

. philosophical.base as that for the nonhandicapped. Many of

the service and technical'approaches are identical; those not

ident1cal are quite closely allieé' Although prov1d1ng
appropriate library material for blind and handicapped pedple
has necess1tated the utilization of mechanical, electrical
and electronic engineering disc1pllnes, the med1um selected

must be related to service and_library philosophy.




- ‘ . P s . . . » ; t.
" . Therefore, library serv1ce should be addressed by * . L
T an organization of librarians such as. IFLA “ather than by an \
. organization devoted to the welfare of the bllnd . S S
";" ‘v. .- : ‘ ._ . . .\ | ‘ Action« s | » toe ". ‘
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Two‘levels’of discussion will teke place during the -

o A

1977 International Federatlon of L1brary Assoclations meetlng »

- The first area of d1scussion w1ll be. concerned with developing
. ? ”
. a proposal that IFLA establi ha working gro p voted to the

» coordinatlon of 11brary serv qes for b11nd 1d phys1cally

'handlcapped individuals. The second area will address the
. 'following service and technical concerns.»'- . L. - -
1. The developﬁent of an international *

inventory of library resources; e

. ‘ . /
. d for identificatic o b
| 2. The need for identi 1cataoh*3f _ ’ .
* existing production formats; ' ‘?ﬂ
\ _ .. ' . Y ;
3. The need for standardization of : . R

" production formats;

" 4. The development of an effective
internagional inferlibrary loan

mechanism; and - , !
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. The need for a’ coordinated application
of exiSting and future technologies td} 2 »:#

. ‘ r} ;'_

production requirements )

}

o C Conciusion
It is essential that librarians serving blind and

physically handicapped 1nd1V1duals consider the poin s‘and ‘.
suggestions noted in preceding paragraphs and -come together |

in Brussels prepared to take the first step toward integrating
h
| ‘

their ‘service into the mainstream of library activity.
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